Haringey Local Plan submissions – December 2025 by Mrs Sydney Charles
I request that the additional points below down to the already submitted points from ‘Climate Resilience Section’ are accepted. 
It specifically addresses proposals for interim gas connections. As well as research into the implications of gas, including the risks of explosion, the high levels of indoors air pollution from gas boilers and stoves we are all aware of the effect of gas on the planet and the vulnerability of the UK from malign actors. 
Interim gas connections create long-term carbon lock-in and infrastructure that is costly and disruptive to remove. For instance distribution pipes, gas risers, flues, combustion ventilation and associated fire safety infrastructure constitute sunk costs. Some other solutions could provide a pathway to be adapted to be part of a future low-carbon heat network, and requiring whole life comparisons of solutions at the planning stage would ensure Haringey’s new buildings will be as green as can be. 
I suggest this wording, with my comments in blue:
Policy amend for draft ZC5C: Interim Heating and Cooling in Heat Network Areas
A. Within Heat Network Zones, developments shall connect to an existing heat network where one is available and viable at the time of construction. [you may have to include this policy to align with latest NPPF and GLA policy]
B. Where a heat network is not available at the time heat is required, but connection to a heat network is planned within the plan period, development proposals: 
1. may include an interim heating solution where the cost of later replacement is viable and the carbon total for interim, plus anticipated solutions are lower than realistic alternatives.
2. must deliver the lowest-carbon heating and cooling solution(s) over the anticipated life of the building, assessed on a whole-life basis. [this will ensure that the construction stage embodied carbon for all infrastructure, including new gas distribution, is included to compare with small local communal heat networks and individual heating/cooling solutions. The current approach of Energetik to allocate construction emissions over 100 years and omit them from carbon claims will no longer be allowed]
3. shall comprise of an initial heating and cooling systems of non-combustion, low-temperature heating and cooling, such as communal or individual heat pumps, using air, ground or water. They must avoid fossil fuel combustion, including gas where it would result in higher lifetime carbon emissions or create irreversible infrastructure, such as distribution pipes, gas risers, flues, combustion ventilation and associated fire safety infrastructure that would undermine later heat network delivery
4. should not create stranded assets that would reasonably be expected to be decommissioned within the lifetime of the development. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Submitted by Sydney Charles by 17th December
Climate Resilience Section
· CR2 A. A general area, such as East of the Borough, does not translate into permitting anything in the West but not the East. Across the whole Borough there is the need to increase modern cooling solutions using water and ground and 5th generation systems that do not cause urban heating islands and reduce the need for residents to use high carbon cooling methods. The emissions from residents doing this must be included in carbon calculations evidencing heat/cooling solutions choice. Urban heating islands are also caused by heat from petrol/diesel vehicles as well as air conditioners, or ASHP in cooling mode and these should be addressed too. 
· CR3 A (6 stage of hierarchy) should include heating systems that can also provide cooling – for example, some Air Source heat pumps delivering through air convectors rather than radiators and 5th generation ground source heat pumps to be preferred to air conditioning units. 
· CR3 B. Heat in buildings should be extracted and recirculated when needed with HVAC. 21.49 needs to require technical cooling measures to expel heat to water or ground, except where the building is not in an urban heat island (as per 21.51). 
· CR4 I Assessments should be independent, paid for by applicant and always for basement proposals and investigate flood risk and also subsidence risk (as per 21.107) 
· CR8. This should cover air pollution from traffic (eg Wellington roundabout proposal) and from gas boilers - both more continuous dangers than just the NRMM. All constructions should use battery NRMM not diesel. Gas boilers are a major source of air pollution, as well as charcoal grill restaurant cooking. No new developments or changes of use should allow gas boilers - whether or not a DEN is planned sometime.
Zero Carbon Section
Not clear which bits refer to new developments, or major works or permitted development. 
References to ‘CE’ probably refer to ‘ZC’ but causes uncertainty 
• Cooling and overheating just mentioned 3.b Be Clean and 22.6 but only supported in the heat hierarchy as an afterthought. 
• The embodied carbon of heat networks is not included in the embodied carbon section at ZC2. Only discussed for buildings, whereas long pipes from Edmonton use more embodied carbon than local shared ground source loops, but ‘the DEN’ (meaning Edmonton to Broadwater and Wood Green) is given priority, as per Government and GLA guidance and not strengthened for Haringey to include it. 
• The statement that buildings can be balanced net zero does not explain that elec will be needed at peak winter, but solar can be exported to that amount over a year. 
• Effect of Sequestration from plants and trees not balanced against emissions. “a regenerative natural environment” is not in ch22 
• London Plan Mayor’s energy hierarchy likely to be updated in 2026 so emerging plan should be considered. The GLA heat maps are out of date and should not be used. 
• Whole life carbon assessment should include demolition of old + whole life of new to compare with carbon from retrofit. 
• 22.47 airtightness refers to uncontrolled ventilation (eg draughts) but there is no discussion of controlled ventilation. 22.31 mentions breathable. These need to be supported in the regulations. 
· ZC2 D should include consideration of the impeding need for cooling and ventilation 
· ZC4 needs to include low carbon cooling that does not expel heat into the Urban Heat Island rather than leading to residents acquiring high carbon alternatives. 
· ZC2 D must include all elements required for the proposal including being compared with modern alternative heating solutions and including the embodied carbon for all elements required for the proposal, including heating and cooling infrastructure 
· ZC5 B needs to specifically require comparison with modern heating solutions and only when a DEN is lower, including pipework to give permission for it. 
· ZC5 B (3) should require a low carbon cooling solution that does not require heat being expelled to be included. 
· ZC5 C. No new gas boilers should be given permission due to NOx air pollution and UK energy security being compromised. 
· ZC5 F and G should only allow connection to a DEN if WLCA, including all factors has proved it is the low carbon heat solution. 
· ZC5 I and J should require new heat sources eg Data Centres to commit to 50 year provision of heat before connecting to them

Design and Heritage
· D1 (1) Prioritise climate resilience makes no mention of the most important requirements for the climate of allowing solar panels and visible external insulation and heat pumps with stringent exceptions only for conservation areas. The comments about community areas are not climate resilience issues. The principles at 18.17 should be stated here. C(1)i for air quality should clarify residential distances from polluted roads. D13 should require residential extensions and changes of use to upgrade the Energy Use Intensity (see ch 22) for the whole building. 
· D14 C should require applicants to provide an independent basement ground implications assessment. 
· D15 C (1) should require all NRMM to be battery not diesel.

· HE2 needs a C to positively state that carbon reduction works to listed buildings will be favoured where they comply with Historic England advice and examples of similar works to listed buildings. 
· HE4D needs to positively state that carbon reduction works to buildings in a Conservation Area will be favoured unless there is evidence that the consensus of the local community considers eg solar panels to be a serious detriment to the area. 
· HE5. Following archaeology works identifying history of note the developers should place a suitable memorial item to inform the community.

