


Friends of Marcus Garvey Library
Objections to the Haringey Local Plan for the Tottenham Green Leisure Centre and Marcus Garvey Library
1. The main objection is that there is no guarantee that, if the developers get the go-ahead to build new housing, that they will include a library in the development, as based on our past experiences, once developers get permission to build, they have often renegued on agreements and said that they are not able to include important community facilities, such as libraries and health centres, if the housing they produce is going to be affordable. The planned temporary market at the base of Apex House, where the developers failed to honour the agreement to provide one, is a case in point. The future of the library, which is absolutely, the most important community asset in the area – the jewel in the crown of Tottenham Green – is far too important a resource to be made vulnerable to the financial whims of a private developer. In addition, the fact that the council reduced the size of the library by 50% in 2015 and is now planning to reduce the quality of the library service further, by moving in the Housing Homeless Persons Unit into the library space, does not fill residents with confidence that they will be willing to challenge any private developer who may decide to break an agreement to provide a library on behalf of residents in order to increase their own profits. The Friends are now concerned that the Council may be actively working to downgrade Marcus Garvey, as a main branch library in order to demolish it.
2. If this plan is allowed to go ahead, the Tottenham Green area will be without a library for a considerable length of time. The library provides services which many in this economically deprived part of the borough are dependent on. However, the council has not said in the plan that they will be able and willing to provide a temporary library whilst the new Marcus Garvey Library is being constructed. 
3. In the plan the Council describes how it will build form, character and heritage by “promoting high-quality architecture that reflects the civic and historic importance of the site etc.” However, residents are not confident that the Council will be able to achieve this. Apex House is a case in point. Many residents disliked the style of the building, and the plan clearly looked as if it had been designed at the back of a cigarette packet; but the developers were allowed to go ahead and build it any way. We already have what should be a natural civic/cultural centre for Tottenham Green, much of which is located within a conservation area, so it is unclear why the council working with developers, whose priority clearly will always be their bottom line, rather than the social worth of their projects to communities think that they will be able to enhance what is already there. In fact, the Council by its own actions (i.e. privatizing the Tottenham town hall and at one stage turning the Old Fire Station into a chicken shop) has over the past ten years actively worked to diminish the civic character of the area. 
4. It is unclear why the Marcus Garvey Library would need to be replaced as it is only about 40 years old. Many residents in the same area are living in houses/flats which date from the 1860’s and there are no plans to pull them down and replace them. The Town Hall is only in better shape than the library because it has been renovated. The Council really needs to properly maintain the leisure centre building, by for example fixing the roof. 
5. Demolishing an already existing building, for it to be replaced by another newly built one, goes against the Council’s own eco policy, which centres on the borough becoming a net-zero carbon borough by 2041 and a net-zero carbon council by 2027. It is often the case that reusing and retrofitting a building, or elements of it, is more carbon-efficient overall than developing a new, energy efficient building. As residents we have been concerned about the lack of space in the library since it was reduced in size. We do not understand why there cannot be individuals with vision in the planning department, with the sense to, for example, build library facilities in the massive roof area of the building. There is much that could be achieved with the current building which would enhance the library service. The properly Green approach would be to work with the existing building, rather than use the earth’s limited resources to build new one.
6. The council spent three million pounds renovating and reducing the size of the library in 2015/16: Why did they spend that money if they were planning to demolish the leisure centre building?
7. It is concerning that in the Proposal section of the Local Plan for the library and leisure centre, that the Council has said that “Any future proposals of the Council will be shaped through extensive engagement with the community…” However, engagement with the community is not as powerful and authoritative in legal terms as a proper consultation with the community.
8. The library is an important part of the Tottenham Green Cultural Quarter. However, the demolition of the library contradicts the fact that Haringey will be the London Borough of Culture in 2027. As residents we would have expected the Council to now be focussing on making the most of the cultural assets it currently has at its disposal in the public sector, rather than spending time working out ways to dispose of them. In addition, we expect the Council to honour its pledge to keep all nine of the borough’s libraries open.
9. As residents, we recognise the need for more housing, however we are against the provision of additional housing if it comes at the expense of the loss of vital social amenities, such as the Marcus Garvey Library and leisure centre. Our understanding is that Tottenham Green is not a brown field site. Are there not any other sites in other parts of the borough that could be utilised, such as in Tottenham Hale which is now basically just a massive building site?
As you can see from the above comments, as residents, the Friends of Marcus Garvey Library are against the Local Plan as it affects our library. In the current economic and political environment, we find it chilling that the Council is willing to spend time planning to demolish a heavily used, diverse, well-loved library, which because of its location in a severely deprived part of Haringey, is such an important part of the social fabric of the area and continues to improve the life chances of the people of Tottenham. Most of our objections are based on realistic historic assessments of the Council’s willingness/ability to keep their word on these types of proposals. Officers and councillors move on to other jobs and boroughs, but we, as long-term residents, have had to live with the negative consequences of their actions. Therefore, the Friends of Marcus Garvey Library oppose the site allocation and request that it is withdrawn from the Local Plan.
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